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Drawing Centre Diepenheim proudly presents the solo exhibition Het Nieuwe Bouwen 
by Jantien Jongsma. The exhibition features Jongsma’s most recent work, works on 
paper that range from the painterly – composed of different materials such as gouache 
and crayon – to meticulously detailed black and white pencil drawings. Especially for 
this exhibition, Jongsma created space-filling murals on which her individual drawings 
are grouped. This has resulted in a new work, that also doubles as an overview of her 

current artistic practice.

The exhibition Het Nieuwe Bouwen (named after 
a Functionalist school of Dutch architecture) 
invites the viewer to step into a multifaceted, 
often colourful world. A world with a distinctive 
narrative character shaped by the innumerable 
details that can be discovered in Jongsma’s 
drawings, such as the human figures who 
populate buildings, squares and streets, vehicles, 
plants and animals, sometimes accompanied 
by texts. Together they form colourful portrayals 
that offer different perspectives, literally and 
figuratively, of the scene and what takes place 
there. 

Jongsma’s stories and her highly personal visual 
language are often inspired by the place that 
she lives now, and places she lived before. 
Jongsma deftly intermingles observations of 

everyday life, momentous events, childhood 
memories and musings on life with formal and 
stylistic elements found in local cultural history, 
weaving them into an imaginative vision. 
Her older works featured locations in Friesland, 
like Harlingen, the town where she was born. 
Jongsma’s recent works are inspired by 
Slotervaart, the Amsterdam district she recently 
moved to, and where she lives and works. 

The drawings echo Slotervaart’s architectural 
style and colour elements, and are dominated 
by rectangular volumes, abstract patterns and 
a selective colour palette. Jongsma employs this 
formal language as a loose reference to 
Modernist architectural styles and art movements 
such as De Stijl and Het Nieuwe Bouwen. 
Slotervaart resonates with visual references to 
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these 20th century art and architectural 
movements, which were highly influential when 
plans for this new part of Amsterdam were 
initially formulated by De Stijl architect Cornelis 
van Eesteren in the 1950s. Van Eesteren’s credo 
was ‘light, air and space’, which led to more 
open space between buildings, more greenery 
and larger functional dwellings, made possible 
by new materials such as reinforced concrete 
and steel. All with the aim of improving people’s 
quality of life and, ultimately, their wellbeing: 
the ideal of the architects of Het Nieuwe 
Bouwen.

The optimism, the ideals, the belief in progress 
– the principles that underpin Jongsma’s 
neighbourhood – are palpable in the exhibition. 
In one space, this is emphasized by the attention 
lavished on nature, on greenery, on the almost 
rural quality and serenity of the city. In the 
adjacent space the highlight is on architecture 
and its positive influence on urban man. 
Among the vibrant, harmonious shapes, stories 
come to life: we see children playing outdoors, 

skipping or playing with wooden blocks. 
Scenes that are joyful and carefree and evoke 
a longing for a simpler time. But in the midst 
of the numerous nostalgic image associations 
in Jongsma’s drawings, a critical note rings out: 
in today’s society, is man’s wellbeing still 
paramount? Jongsma’s drawings tell us that 
there’s still hope, a life can always be rebuilt.

Jantien Jongsma (Harlingen, 1965) 
studied at the Gerrit Rietveld Academy and 
the Amsterdamse Academie voor Beeldende 
Vorming. Jongsma lives and works in Amsterdam. 
Her work is regularly exhibited, including in 
solo exhibitions at Stedelijk Museum Kampen 
and Museum Belvédère in Oranjewoud. 
Her work is represented in various collections, 
including the Stadsarchief van Amsterdam and 
in various private collections. 
In 2015 Jantien Jongsma won the Jeanne Oosting 
Prize, an oeuvre prize for figurative art. 

Curator: Nanette Kraaikamp

List of works

1  

Harlingen, 200 x 210 cm, 

gemengde media op papier, 2012

2  

Afsluitdijkmandala, 40 x 40 cm, 

gemengde media op papier, 2013

3  

Leeg huis, 57,5 x 64 cm, gemengde 

media op papier, 2015

4  

De meid en de geit, 48 x 56 cm, 

gemengde media op papier, 2015

5  

Natuur monumenten, 120 x 74 cm, 

gemengde media op papier, 2016

6  

Tocht door het moeras, 53 x 68 cm, 

gemengde media op papier, 2014

7  

Vogels van Europa, 63 x 84 cm, 

gemengde media op papier, 2014

8  

Een wandeling in de natuur, 

73 x 117 cm, gemengde media 

op papier, 2014

9  

Brief aan de koning, 58 x 78 cm, 

gemengde media op papier, 2014

10  

Huilen bij een Sonia Delaunay-

tafelkleedje, 21,5 x 28 cm, 2015

11  

Hart, bloem, ster, 129 x 69 cm, 

gemengde media op papier, 2015

12  

Proefwerkweek, 79 x 109 cm, 

gemengde media op papier, 2017

13  

All I’ve got, 57,5 x 42,5 cm, gemengde 

media op papier, 2015

14  

No work just play; Inside, 50 x 70 cm, 

potlood op papier, 2020

15  

No work just play; outside 50 x 70 cm, 

potlood op papier, 2020

16  

No work just play; in the street, 

50 x 70 cm, potlood op papier, 2020

17  

Terug naar school, 65 x 80 cm, 

potlood op papier, 2020
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18  

Tuinvrouwen, 56 x 76 cm, potlood 

op papier, 2020

19  

Lola & Valentientje, 70 x 50 cm, 

potlood op papier, 2020

20  

Sloterhof, 50 x 70 cm, potlood 

op papier, 2020

21  

Lettercompositie, 70 x 50 cm, potlood 

op papier, 2020

22  

Leergemeenschap springhigh, 

202 x 168 cm, gemengde media 

op papier, 2020

23  Geuzenveld, 55 x 75 cm, gouache 

op papier, 2020

24  

De Bevrijding, 59 x 44 cm, gouache 

op papier, 2020

25  

Spring High, 55 x 75 cm, gouache 

op papier, 2020

26  

Winter in Slotervaart, 180 x 135 cm, 

gemengde media op papier, 2018

27  

Tuinstad met regen, 44 x 59 cm, 

gouache op papier, 2020

28  

Verfdoos, 59 x 44 cm, gouache 

op papier, 2020

29  

Omhoog, 59 x 44 cm, gouache 

op papier, 2020

30  

Zonder titel, 82 x 60 cm, gemengde 

media op papier, 2020

31  

Oostoever, 55 x 75 cm, gouache 

op papier, 2020

32  

September, 180 x 122 cm, gemengde 

media op papier, 2018

33  

Muurschilderingen tot stand gekomen 

i.s.m. Sien Barkhof
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33


